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1. The national security Council, taking eoitnisance or the 
vicious covert activities of the U23, its ra.tr;Hite countries 
and Cowauiist croups to discredit end defeat the n.ir.:e and activi¬ 
ties op the United States and other V. r cstern r-ewers, has clc rc rained 
that, in the interests of world pence and tg national seci:rity a . the 
overt foreign activities of the U S Government must bo supple rented 
by covert operations. 

2. The Central Intelligence Agency is charged by the National 
Security Council with cendueting espionage' and counter-espionage 
operations abroad. It therefore seems desirable, for operational 
reasons, not to create a now agency for covert operations, but in 
tine of peace to place the responsibility for then within, the 
structure of the Central Intelligence Agency and correlate theta 
with espionage and counter-espionage operations under the over-all 
control of tha Director of Central Intelligence. 

3. Therefore, under the authority of Section 102(d)(5) of the 
Katicnal Security Act of 1?!*7> the !rational Security Council hereby 
directs that in tivae of peace: 

C. A new office of Special Projects shall be created 
within the Central Intelligence Agency tonlan and conduct 
covert operations ; and in coordination with the joint Chiefs 
- of Staff to plan and prepare fer the conduct of such opera¬ 
tions in wartime. 


b. A highly qualified person, nominated by the 
Secretary of State, acceptable to the Director of Central 
Intelligence and approved ty the faticnal Security council, 
shall to appointed as Chief cf ths Office of Special Pro¬ 
jects. 


c. The Chief of the Office of Special Projects 
shall* - report directly to the Director of Control Intelli¬ 
gence. For purposes of security and of flexibility cf 
operations, nr.d to the maxi rati degree consistent with 
efficiency, the Office of Special Projects shall operate 
independently of other components of Central Intelligence 
Agency. 
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d. The Director of Central Intelligence shall bo 
responsible for: 


(1^ Incur inr;, through designated representa¬ 
tives of the Secretary of Ptate end of the Secretary 
of Defense, that covert operations are planned end 
conducted in a manner c crisis tent with Us fercipn end 
military policies and with evert activities. In dis- 
efrecrir.nts arising between the Diroctop of Central 
lntcllivicr.ee and the representative of tha Secretary 
of State or the Secretary- of Defense over etch plans, 
the matter dial! bo referred to the Rational Security 
Council for decision. 

(2) Ensuring that plans fer wartime cevert oper¬ 
ations are also drawn up with the assistance of a 
representative of the Joint Chiefs cf Staff and are 
accepted by the latter as bcin£ consistent with and 
complementary to approved plans for wartime military 
operations. 

(3) Infcrmins, through. appropriate channels, 
agencies of the U.0 Governnant, both at home and abroad 
(inclr.din- diplomatic and nllitory representatives in 
each arsa), of such operations as will affect them. 

e. Covert operations pertaining to economic warfare 
will He cor.’tictod by the Office cf Sp?:ci?.l Projects under 
the guidreure of the departments and agencies responsible 
fer the planning of vcanonic warfare. 


f. Siipj'le-.ontal funds for tho conduct cf trio pro¬ 
posed operations for fiscal year l?i O shall Va Irviediatcly 
re ottos ted. Th c re af te r op erati cn.al X undo fo r the so pirp oss s 
shall ts included in normal Cc '.tral Intelligence Agency 

Fud~et requests. 


U. In tine of war, or when the President directs, all plans 
for covert operations shall be coordinated wjth the Joint Chiefs 
of staff. In active theaters of war where /cierican forces are 
engaged, covert operations will be sendee ted under the direct co:.i- 
r.nnd cf the American Theater Co.irrmndcr and orders therefor will bo 
trenr-rritted thro the Joint Chieffi cf Staff unless otherwise 
direvt'v] by the IT'nident. 


5» As v?'"d in this directive, 
unferetoad to be nil activities (<*i:c< 
are crniuctcd or •_ reasoned by this Os 
foivi ~r ; otat-ifi or groups or in any pc: 
or but I'i.'ch ar.? so plnnu'd 

flow nr mt i].;iity for i: 

ir.-'-d persons .n.** that if uncovered t! 
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plausibly disdain any re sp on Sibil 5 ty fox* then. Specifi¬ 
cally, such operations shall include ary covert activities 
related to: prana-anda, economic warfare; preventive direct 
action, including sabotage, anti-sabotage, denelition and 
evacuation Measures; subversion against hostile states, in¬ 
cluding assistance to underground resistance sioveaents, gaerriUas 
and refitf.ee liberations groups, and sunnort of indigenous anti¬ 
communist elements in threatened countries of the free world. Such 
operations shall not include armed conflict by recognized military 
forces, espionage, counter-espionage, and cover and deception for 
military operations. 

6. This directive supersedes tha directive contained in 
KSC lx—A, which is hereby cancelled* 
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